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DETAILED ACTION 


The preliminary amendment dated March 8, 2002 has been partially entered — only the 
claims have been entered. The reason for non-entry of the disclosure to replace the present pages 
1-5 with pages l-5a is given below: 

( 1 ) In practice, the subject matter claimed in any claim is based on the disclosure, not the 
other way around. Such a subject matter that the disclosure depends on a claim is found on page 
1, line 5, and on page 2, lines 8-10 of the preliminary amendment. 

( 2 ) The disclosure on page 3, lines 4-24, is, in its amended form, confusing in that the 
multiple pairs ( see line 4 ) is not clearly seen as composing of first element pair and plurality 
of further pairs. Further, the first element pair and the plurality of further pairs have not been 
previously mentioned; however, the diclosure on lines 9-22 of page 3 of the preliminary 
amendment is presented as if they have been previously disclosed. 

(3) Finally, the equations that appear on the top of page 5 stand isolated without connection 
to any disclosure. 


l.The follov^ng is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 4 and 9 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 1-3, 5-8, and 10-14 are allowable. The allowable subject matter centers on the 
limitations as recited in last 14 lines of claim 1 and in last 19 lines of claim 10, which involve 
series of specific formulated expressions characterizing a device which introduces a predetermined 
phase shift between first and second optical beams. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Loha ben at telephone 
number (703)308-4820. 

The examiner's work schedule is fi-om Monday to Saturday, and generally between 12:00 
noon and 8:00 p.m. 

A receptionist can be reached at (703)308-0956 concerning matter of a general nature. 
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